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RVO.nl is een agentschap van het ministerie van Economische Zaken. RVO.nl voert
beleid uit voor diverse ministeries als het gaat om duurzaamheid, agrarisch, innovatief
en internationaal ondernemen. RVO.nl is hét aanS3ao Pauloreekpunt voor bedrijven,
kennisinstellingen en overheden. Voor informatie en advies, financiering, netwerken en
wet- en regelgeving.

RVO.nl streeft naar correcte en actuele informatie in dit dossier, maar kan niet
garanderen dat de informatie juist is op het moment waarop zij wordt ontvangen, of dat
de informatie na verloop van tijd nog steeds juist is. Daarom kunt u aan de informatie
op deze pagina's geen rechten ontlenen. RVO.nl aanvaardt geen aansprakelijkheid voor
schade als gevolg van onjuistheden en/of gedateerde informatie. Binnen onze website
zijn ook zoveel mogelijk relevante externe links opgenomen. RVO.nl is niet
verantwoordelijk voor de inhoud van de sites waar naar wordt verweze



Brief introduction of the region

Minas Gerais has a population of 20 million inhabitants in an area that is similar in
size to France or Spain. It is bordered by the states of Rio de Janeiro and S&o Paulo
in the South, Espirito Santo to the East, Bahia to the North and Brasilia to the
Northwest.

The state holds direct connections by flight to Europe and the Americas, by road to
all major cities, such as Sdo Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, and holds five dry-ports that
facilitate customs clearance.

While being Brazil’s important exporter on commodities such as minerals and coffee
beans, Minas Gerais carries a diversified economy ranging from livestock to
biotechnology in its Western most cities of Uberaba and Uberldndia and, in the South
of the state with Information Technology (IT), Food industries, among others in cities
like Varginha, Pouso Alegre, Itajuba, Extrema and Santa Rita do Sapucai.

Caribbean Sea

Nicaragua
~— Car?_cas
Costa Rica >
Panama’}
Venezuela g
Bogota ( /  French Guiana
53 Guyana
5 < \
Colombia 2 Suriname /
L—NVSIAH o A 4srire of
Quito___ RORAIMA AMAPA
o
Ecuador
STATE OF STATE OF
AMAZONAS STATE OF PARA CEARA
g STATE OF
i SRS - PARAIBA
STA F A Brazi
LG (H[ STATE OF
SI'AH OF STATE OF ALAGOAS
e RONDONIA STATE OF NOCANTINS B C FATE OF
MATO BAHIA
GROSSO =
STATE OF o~ “—_
GOIAS 3 N
Bolivia {STATE OF ,2
¢ MINAS
_—~—< GERAIS STATE OF
STATE OF ESPIRITO
MATO R SANTO
GROSSO R STATE.OF
L_PO SUL STATE OF] ___R10.DE
b/ﬁ[ \Paraguay SAO PAU lm ~_ _JANEIRO
\AsunCIon STATE OF ' Sao Paulo
( ~ PARANA

Chile /\/j

f,\‘,'TAI! OF
B1O GRANDE

Cordoba RO
Lo}
Santiago Roscano Uruguay
Lo Buenog Aires
- ’ Lo
Argentina Montevideo

Key Economic cities

Although its capital city, Belo Horizonte, holds a strong economy based in services
and industrial parks in the surrounding towns of Contagem and Betim, the
countryside of the state presents relevant economical clusters and key towns such
as medium-sized Pouso Alegre, Tedfilo Otoni and Uberaba.
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Key Sectors

For the past decade, Minas Gerais has intensified its investment promotions and
established some industry areas as key to the state’s development because either
they add value to the economy, as in the case of biotechnology and aerospace, or
they are strategical, such as renewable energies and IT.

Nanotechnology

Santa Rita do Sapucai would easily be referred to as another calm, small town as
many others in the state of Minas Gerais. However, after constant incentives from
Universities and Higher Education Research centres, this valley town has become a
key cluster for companies and entrepreneurs focused on electrical and electronic
technologies. High level of technological development and specialisation, business
cooperation among the 146 companies and local labour directly involved are
characteristics commonly referred to this cluster.

For 2016, internationalisation tends to become a trend as exports and partnerships
with European countries have already been established.



Renewable Energies

The northern region of the state, about 700 km from the capital city of Belo Horizonte,
has been ranked as a strategical area for clean energy as it has one of the greatest
concentration of solar radiation in the country and also, potentiality for wind energy.

The federal government has offered public tenders in 2015 and foreign investors,
along with the state energy company (CEMIG), are set to explore this region under
the announced bids, especially on photovoltaic panels. Currently Minas Gerais is still
lacking the production of photovoltaic cells. This year new tenders for energy
generation based on solar power are expected to be launched.

Airports logistics

Along with the capital city of Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais has one more industrialised
metropolitan area: Vale do Aco (Steel Valley). With almost half a million inhabitants
in an area of 800 thousand square kilometres, this metropolitan area in the East was
officially created by decree in the decade of 1990’s as a result of the industrial park
focused in the steel production established in the city of Ipatinga.

It is in the surroundings of Ipatinga that the state government is stimulating the
development of the regional transportation. The formerly private-run airport is now
under a public tender procedure on pursuit for a new management in a ppp-
construction. The concession period can exceed 30 years.

Moreover, Minas Gerais is one of the states that is expected to receive federal
investments for airport improvement as it has shortlisted 30 small or medium-sized
structures. However, some municipalities have set public tenders as the Southern
city of Pouso Alegre.

Pouso Alegre is known for being a business city in Southern Minas Gerais that holds
international industries as Unilever, for example. In addition, it has the technological
hub of Santa Rita do Sapucai as a neighbouring town, which has over hundred
companies already established in this small town.

The municipality has confirmed the implementation of a cargo and passenger airport
in an area of around 5 million m2. The tender is expected to be available anytime
soon as the thirty-year exploration period is already running. The investments are
said to reach €1 Billion.

The Western city of Uberldndia, also has an open tender for a logistical centre in its
airport area. The bid is offered by the federal aviation agency (INFRAERO) and
focuses on an area of 50 thousand square meters that will be available for private
management for a period of 25 years.

Opportunity areas
Teodfilo Otoni, almost a thousand kilometres away from Pouso Alegre, borders the

states of Bahia and Espirito Santo and is known for its precious gems and solar energy
capabilities. Thus, an Export Processing Zone agreement is highly considered by the



municipality, that is looking for foreign investors interested on the potentialities of
the city and its surrounding towns.

Uberaba, on the Western limits of Minas Gerais, is internationally remembered for its
livestock and biogenetics potentialities. But, taking advantage of its strategic location
in the country’s Midwest, close to major highways, the city hall has confirmed the
acquisition of one its industrial areas and investments on the other 5 districts through
an Export Processing Zone. This area will operate free of tax and currency exchange,
in other words, businesses are not required to convert the exports to Brazilian Real
and will enjoy simplified administrative procedures.

Trends

As of 2016, the effects of the economic crisis the country is going through, are
inflation and a decrease in consumption. Unemployment and increasing tariffs are
among the main concerns, especially for entrepreneurs. However, on times like these
when investments tend to be low, local governments aim to present new
opportunities as solutions.

And, that is the case for medium-sized cities in the state of Minas Gerais. Public
tenders seem to become a possibility among these cities especially as the
infrastructural demands are increasing and innovative solutions seem to be the key
response to them.

Incentives and Support

A great part of Brazilian and foreign industries find in Minas Gerais a fair environment
for business. The ease on accessing Brazil’s Southeastern markets nurtures bordering
cities of the state, that, aiming to increase development to the region, offer bids on
infrastructural services and industrial parks. Tariffs in the state are also interesting if
compared to Sao Paulo, for example.

Local state government, on the pursuit for investment attractions, offers incentives
to companies and entrepreneurs, especially on key sectors and in strategical
municipalities. These incentives range from tax-relief to land supply, depending on
the type of business and use of local labour force, among other aspects.

Notwithstanding, the Netherlands Business Support Office Brazil (NBSO-Brazil)
having its office located in Belo Horizonte is responsible for not only promoting but
also giving support to Dutch MKB’s willing to succeed in Minas Gerais.



Key Contacts

SINDUSCON - Civil Engineering Union
Address: R. Marilia de Dirceu, 226 - Belo Horizonte
Phone: +55 31 3253 2666

SINDIPECAS - Automobile Parts Association
Address: Av. Contorno 4480/1202 - Belo Horizonte
Phone: +55 31 3214 2444

SINDVEL - Santa Rita do Sapucai Electronical Valley Association
Phone: +55 35 3471 2055
E-mail: apl@sindvel.com.br

INDI - Integrated Development Institute of Minas Gerais
Phone +55 31 3915 2866
E-mail: indics@indi.mg.gov.br

FIEMG - Federation of Industries of Minas Gerais
Phone: +55 31 3263 4200

Fair, Events and Trade shows

JUNE MINASCON/CONSTRUIR MINAS - Feira Nacional da Construgao in
Belo Horizonte

JULY EXPOUSIPA - Industrial Fair in Ipatinga

AUGUST CONEX MINAS - 3 Valleys Industrial Fair in Tedfilo Otoni
AUGUST FIPP - International Precious Gems Fair in Tedfilo Otoni

AUGUST EXPONOR - Northeastern Minas Gerais Trade Fair in Tedfilo Otoni

SEPTEMBER SUSTENTAR 2016 - International Conference for Sustainable
Development in Belo Horizonte

SEPTEMBER EENICS - Industry and Services National Trade fair in Montes Claros


http://www.sinduscon-mg.org.br/
http://www.sindipecas.org.br/
http://www.sindvel.com.br/
http://www.indi.mg.gov.br/
http://www7.fiemg.com.br/
http://www.construirminas.com.br/
http://www.expousipa.com.br/
http://www.teofilootoni.mg.gov.br/site/turista/calendarios-de-eventos/
http://www.teofilootoni.mg.gov.br/site/turista/calendarios-de-eventos/
http://www.exponormg.com.br/
http://www.sustentar.net/
http://www.fenics.com.br/

SEPTEMBER FIVEL - Electronical Valley Industrial Trade show in Santa Rita do
Sapucai

Other relevant information

Despite the economic crisis, Brazil is still open for business and no matter the
economic situation the country encounters, the usual attention and care on
partnerships do not change: tariffs and labour cost are among the main issues when
establishing a business in the country. States have different regulations, some being
more attractive than others are.

NBSO Brazil has direct contact to development agencies and bank available in Minas

Gerais. They tend to support on relevant issues for foreign investors and
entrepreneurs aiming to start up.

Import Regulations
Import taxes are also among the main concerns when doing business with Brazil. It
is always relevant to check the detailed information on the product aimed to be
exported to Brazil as some have special regulations and procedures.

Sector Fairs and Tradeshows
An important way of starting up a business in Brazil is by attending sector fairs and
tradeshows. Networking is a must especially in Minas Gerais as the personal contact
is still an important part of a partnership. Do not forget your business card and be
prepared for the cultural talking before closing a deal.

Sources

Local newspapers, state and city development agencies.


http://www.sindvel.com.br/

Marcos Souza
Deputy Representative Belo Horizonte

Netherlands Business Support Office Brazil
Rua Sergipe, 1167, sala 1502 | 30130-174 | Belo Horizonte
T: +55 (0)31 - 3504 3381
M: +55 (0)31 - 97542 1145
E: msouza@nbso-brazil.com.br
I: www.nbso-brazil.com.br
Skype: NBSO Brazil
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